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Parents and Guardians,

This past summer when plans were being drafted for the start of this school year, families were given the option to 
have their children attend on-campus classes or to learn virtually from home. At that time, approximately 180 stu-
dents signed up for Choice eLearning. Since then, about 60 of our virtual students have already returned to campus.  
Initially, this plan was only for the first nine weeks with the idea that prior to the end of the quarter a decision on 
learning options for the second nine weeks would be made based on COVID data. Time has flown, and we’re already 
at that time to have those conversations. 

This week, we reviewed state, county, and our own student and staff data. At NACS, we have had ZERO positive cases 
among students.  Those who have had to quarantine have done so due to exposure to positive individuals in their 
homes or in the community.  On Wednesday, Governor Holcomb moved the State to Stage 5 with a few exceptions, 
namely the continued requirements of social distancing and masks at least until October 17th. When asked for his 
guidance, Dr. Ainsworth, Medical Officer of the Adams County Health Department, shared this input:  “The schools 
and students, faculty, and staff have done a great job at preventing a spread within the schools.  Given the current 
county metrics and the State of Indiana moving to Stage 5, I feel it is appropriate to move as many kids back into 
school as possible.  It is in their best interests to do so.”

With this information, we have determined that all students, with noted exceptions, will return to on-campus learning 
on Monday, October 26. This is the first day of the second nine weeks and the first day after Fall Break. If you have 
specific questions of how the transition back to school will happen, please reach out to your child’s guidance counsel-
or or principal.

Additionally, we understand that we have a small number of students who themselves or those with whom they live 
full-time are medically high-risk for COVID-19. The parents of these children will need to talk with the building prin-
cipal to discuss options and needed documentation to consider the potential for continuing with Choice eLearning. 
Please understand that these exceptions will only be considered for those whose conditions make them high-risk for 
COVID-19 specifically.

This transition back to on-campus school will follow this timeline:
 1. September 28 – October 9: Parents of Choice eLearning students will be notified of the plans to return to  
 school on Monday, October 26th.  Parents who wish to be considered for continued Choice eLearning due to  
 having someone high-risk for COVID-19 in their home need to contact the building principal within this two  
 week window.  Any needed documentation must be provided by October 12th.  
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 2. October 12 – October 16:  The school will work on creating new seating charts for the bus, lunch, and class  
 assignments so that contact tracing can be completed, if necessary.
 
 3. October 19 – October 23:  Fall Break

 4. October 26:  All students are back on campus unless there is an allowable exception as described above.

For ALL families, here is the most up-to-date information about our procedures and policies in light of the State mov-
ing to Stage 5 and ACHD recommendations.

 1. Masks will continue to be required for all staff and students. I am sure many will ask how long we will have  
 to wear masks. The best answer at this time is for the foreseeable future.  None of us like them, but wearing  
 them has allowed us to live life as close to normal as possible during a pandemic as well as keeping our curve  
 at school flat.
 2. Social Distancing:  Social distancing will be emphasized as much as possible throughout the day.
 3. Lunch menus will continue to be expanded with the ultimate goal to reach the exceptional level of choices  
 students had come to expect from our food service department.
 4. Visitors: On Monday, November 2, volunteers, military recruiters, college representatives, and guest speak 
 ers will be permitted in the building during the day provided they observe our hygienic practices.
 5. Athletic Attendance:  The number of fans permitted at athletic events will be evaluated regularly just as it  
 has been since school started with the anticipation of expanding the numbers allowed to attend if county mea 
 sures of the virus remain low.
 6. Field trips to outside locations will still not be permitted. We are still looking at this as a possible change for  
 second semester.  
 7. Convocations involving whole grades or buildings will still not be permitted at this time.
 8. Community use of the facility will still not be permitted. Once we have all of our students back, we will con 
 tinue to monitor our ability to keep the virus out of the building.  If we continue to keep our curve flat, we will  
 revisit the possibility of facility usage by community organizations.
 9. Parent/Teacher Conferences will happen, but will to need to look different this semester. Each building will  
 be sharing plans in the near future with parents as to the process they believe is the best plan for the age of the  
 students in their buildings. Remember, the end of the first nine weeks was moved from October 9th to Friday,  
 October 16th. 

Partnering in Education,

Brent Lehman
Superintendent 
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